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This is Christ's church. 
There is a place for you here. 

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. 

Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person— 

questions, complexities and all. 

Join us as we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 
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Large print bulletins are available in the back of the sanctuary.   

Please see an usher for your copy. 

Feel free to take this copy home for reference during the week. 

 

Sermons:  Printed copies of Pastor Jane’s sermons are available in the Entry Hall  

for those with hearing difficulties.  Also, please share sermons with friends and  

home-bound members when you stop by for a visit. 

 

Listening Devices for hearing enhancement are available in the back of the sanctuary.  

Please ask an usher for assistance. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DAY 

 

 

Epiphany means “manifestation.” On this day we celebrate the revelation of Christ to the 

Gentiles—that is, to all nations. The word and sacraments are for us the great epiphany of 

God’s grace and mercy. We go forth to witness to the light that shines brightly in our midst. 
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GATHERING 

In Nomine Jesu 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Music to prepare us for worship. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

WELCOME 
 

One: This is the day the Lord has made. 

Many: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

One:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who shines in glory, clothes us in 

compassion, and bears gifts of mercy for all. 

Many:  Amen. 
 

One:  Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

One:  God, wonderful counselor, 

Many:  we confess that we have turned from your gifts and chosen our own way. We 

have not made room for you in our hearts or in our world. We have lived in 

fear; we desire gifts that will not endure. Forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, and open us to receive the peace of Jesus dwelling in and among 

us.  Amen 
 

One:  God’s lovingkindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. We are saved, 

not by anything we have done, but by God’s mercy poured out on us richly. In 

the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Through the Spirit living in 

you, God give you faith to trust Jesus, who is Love born for you, now and 

always. 

Many: Amen. 
 

 

GATHERING SONG “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise!” ELW #310 

                       Vs 1 & 4 Red Hymnal  
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GREETING 
 

One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Many: And also with you.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

One: The Lord be with you. 

Many: and also with you. 
 

One: Let us pray. . . . . O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by 

the leading of a star. 

Many: Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at 

last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

Please be seated. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her, because the light of God’s 

presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will 

come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise. 
 

One: 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 

you. 2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but 

the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations 

shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 

 4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on 

their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill 

and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the 

wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover 

you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the 

Lord. 

One: Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING Ephesians 3:1-12 
 

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of 

Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised 

salvation. 

 

One: 1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace 

that was given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by 

revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to 

perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this 

mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his 

holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow 

heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 

through the gospel. 

 

 7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that 

was given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the 

saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless 

riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden 

for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of 

God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in 

the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 

carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness 

and confidence through faith in him. 

One: Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 2:1-12 
 

One: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

Many: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers 

from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 
 

One: 1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to 

pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, 

“In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6‘And you, 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’  
 

 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 

time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

“Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring 

me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard 

the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 

at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering 

the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 

paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

One : This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Many: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

SERMON Pastor Jane Baker 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “What Feast of Love” ELW #487 

  Red Hymnal 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

(After each petition the congregation will respond, “Receive our prayer.”) 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Christ 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

One: The Lord be with you. 

Many: And also with you. 

 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

One: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the 

miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (the pastor prays over the bread and wine.) 
 

One: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:  

 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

 Blessed are you for the promise to your people. 

 Blessed are you in the prophets hopes and dreams. 

 Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 

 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed Jesus gathered with his friends – 

those who loved him, those who would betray him. 

 

As they ate, Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat, this is my body, given for you.  Do this.  Remember me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this.  Remember me. 

 

 With this bread and cup, we remember your Word dwelling among us, full 

of grace and truth. we remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

 

 Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. Make 

your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Many:  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

One: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us join hands and hearts and pray as 

Jesus taught us. 

Many: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive 

us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

 

One: Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you. 
 

 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 

 
 



11 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

ALL are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  We celebrate Christ’s presence among us 

as he come to us with grace and forgiveness the ordinary bread and wine. Let the server know if 

you prefer red wine or white grape juice. We have gluten-free bread available. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING  

 

One: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Many: Amen. 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

One: Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us 

to be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and 

in our witness, that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all 

the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. 

Many: Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

 

BLESSING 
 

 

Please be seated. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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SENDING SONG “This Little Light of Mine” 

 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, shine, shine 

Let it shine! 

Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine 

Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine 

Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, shine, shine 

Let it shine! 
 

Jesus gave it to me, I'm gonna let it shine  

Jesus gave it to me, I'm gonna let it shine  

Jesus gave it to me, I'm gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, shine, shine 

Let it shine! 
 

Out there in the dark, I'm gonna let it shine 

Out there in the dark, I'm gonna let it shine 

Out there in the dark, I'm gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, shine, shine 

Let it shine! 
 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine 

This little light of mine 

I'm gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, shine, shine 

Let it shine! 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

One: Go in peace. Live God’s Love in the World. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

Music to send us on our way into the world. 

Liturgy reprinted by Augsburg Fortress – Sundays and Seasons.com - License #20374 

0and GIA Publications, Inc – Tree of Life – OneLicense - License #A-706761 


