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This is Christ's church. 
There is a place for you here. 

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. 

Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person— 

questions, complexities and all. 

Join us as we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world. 
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Large print bulletins are available in the back of the sanctuary.   

Please see an usher for your copy. 

Feel free to take this copy home for reference during the week. 

 

Sermons:  Printed copies of Pastor Jane’s sermons are available in the Entry Hall for 

those with hearing difficulties.  Also, please share sermons with friends and home-

bound members when you stop by for a visit. 

 

Listening Devices for hearing enhancement are available in the back of the sanctuary.  

Please ask an usher for assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DAY 

 

Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. The 

nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The coming of one 

“more powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in hand, is good news—and cause for 

exultation—for us who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent.  



GATHERING 

In Nomine Jesu 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

All worship attendees must wear a face mask and practice safe distancing. 
 

Music to prepare us for worship. 
 

WELCOME 
 

One: This is the day the Lord has made. 

Many: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

One:      We are a church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 

Many: Liberated by our faith, we embrace everyone as a whole person, with 

questions, doubts, complexities and all. We are moved by God’s grace to 

welcome all who have ever felt marginalized, no matter your gender identity, 

sexual orientation, age, race, ethnicity, marital status, or faith background. 

We welcome you as we worship, learn, and share Christ’s love together. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

One:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, 

who leads us into the light of grace. 

Many: Amen. 
 

One: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and 

neighbor. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

One: God of all time, 

Many: We confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us. 

We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and 

peace. In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light 

and to seek the things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. 

Amen. 

One: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins 

are forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news! 

Many: Amen. 
 

  



GATHERING SONG “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” ELW 257 

 Verses 1 & 3-5 Red Hymnal 

GREETING 
 

One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Many: And also with you.  
 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH ELW 240 

 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 

The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, which 

comes from the conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. Judgment has led to 

repentance, and God’s salvation is at hand. 
 

One: 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 

heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 15The Lord has taken away the judgments against 

you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your 

midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 17The Lord, your God, is 

in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with 

gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 
18as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not 

bear reproach for it. 19I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I 

will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into 

praise and renown in all the earth. 20At that time I will bring you home, at the 

time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all 

the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the 

Lord. 

One: Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

SECOND READING Philippians 4:4-7 
 

Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his friends in 

Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns, with the hope they will experience God’s joy 

and peace. 
 

One: 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

One: Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 

Many: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

 



 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 3:7-18 
 

One: The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

Many: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John the Baptist heralds the mighty one “who is coming.” John teaches that preparation for God’s reign 

is not a matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and vocational 

integrity. 
 

One: 7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of 

repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 

ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 

 10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to 

them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 

whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, 

and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect 

no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And 

we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone 

by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
 

 15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 

hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all 

of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful 



than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, 

to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

 18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 

people.’  

One: This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Many: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON Pastor Jane Baker 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY         ”On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s cry”  ELW #249 

 Verses 1,3,5                                                Red Hymnal 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

(After each petition the congregation will respond, your mercy is great.”) 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Christ 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

One: The Lord be with you. 

Many: And also with you. 
 

One: Lift up your hearts. 

Many: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Many: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (The pastor prays over the bread and wine) 
 

One: . . . Hear our prayer, God most holy, in the name of Jesus, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Many: Amen. 
 

  



LORD’S PRAYER  
 

One: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Many: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us 

our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

One: God fills the hungry with good things. Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Today we celebrate Christ’s presence among us as he comes to us with grace and 

forgiveness in the ordinary bread and wine of the Holy Eucharist. The cups contain red 

wine and white grape juice. We have Gluten-Free bread available. At Faith Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, ALL are welcome to receive communion. 



 

 

COMMUNION SONG                          “What Feast of Love” ELW #487 

  Red Hymnal 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

One: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

Many: Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

One: Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted again 

on your endless love. Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, that 

we may be messengers to prepare your way, harvesters of justice and 

righteousness, and bearers of your eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Many: Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING 
 

Please be seated.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

SENDING SONG “The King Shall Come” ELW #260 

  Red Hymnal 

DISMISSAL 
 

One: Go in peace. Live God’s love in the world! 

Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

Music to send us on our way into the world. 

 

 

  



 
 
 

 

Bring non-perishable food items to Worship Services December 19th, Christmas Eve, 
December 26th, and January 2nd to place at the manger to be donated to 

The FISH of Roseburg Food Pantry. 
 

What better way to honor the birth of Jesus than to feed his people? 
 

Most Needed Items: 
 

Pasta Mac & Cheese Chili 
Baby Food Baby Formula Diapers 
Cereal Canned fruit Tuna 
Canned Veggies Canned Soup Peanut Butter 
Small bottles of cooking oil 

 
Join us for 

 
Candlelight Worship on Christmas Eve at 7pm  

 
Lessons & Carols Sunday, Dec. 26th at 10 am 

In-person and live stream 

 
 

Liturgy reprinted by Augsburg Fortress – Sundays and Seasons.com - License #20374 

  Meals 

at the Manger 


