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Welcome  
 

We are a church that 

shares a living, daring 

confidence in God’s 

grace. Liberated by our 

faith, we embrace    

everyone as a whole 

person, with questions, 

doubts, complexities 

and all. We are moved 

by God’s grace to      

welcome all who have 

ever felt marginalized, 

no matter your gender 

identity, sexual         

orientation, age, race, 

ethnicity, marital status, 

or faith background.  

We welcome you as we 

worship, learn, and 

share Christ’s love    

together.  
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The Candlelight Christmas Eve service will be  
at 7:00p 

 

The Council decided not to have a Christmas Day 
service, on Sunday, December 25th. 

  

Everyone is invited to attend the 10:00a Christmas Day service at  
St. George's. It will be a lay-led service and will include many beloved 

Christmas carols AND there will be delicious coffee &  
goodies after the service.   

 

St. George's would be delighted to have more attendees at this service. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

In-Person 8:30am Sunday & Live Streamed 

https://streamlabs.com/faithlutheranchurchroseburg  

https://streamlabs.com/faithlutheranchurchroseburg
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The Birth of Jesus--God Sent His Son Jesus, to be born of Mary  
 

All who heard it were amazed by what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. Luke 2:18  
 

There was peace beyond all human understanding 

when this unassuming young woman sat in the still-

ness of the evening amid dimly burning wicks, cradling 

the Child, soft and small. Baby Jesus’s breath must 

have passed like incense over Mary’s ponderings and 

prayers. Here was an oasis of light, a harbor of tran-

quility.   A Child was born, a Savior had come, and hu-

mankind need fear no longer. A peace was won. A joy 

had come. And God was at home with us.  
 

To possess a secret joy and to hold a marvelous mys-

tery in mind and heart is to rise above the grind of daily life. Centering the self on 

the things that are most    precious opens a space of serenity where one can truly 

be at rest. In that sacred space we can meditate on God’s surprises; there we can 

dare to know the heart of God and feel goodness and grace.  
 

But often God comes not in those serene moments, but wrapped in the swaddling 

clothes of the struggles and sorrows of this world. Our listening for God is          

challenged by clatter and clamor. At times like these we in the church need a leader 

who can be the least anxious person in the room. This is the person who can offer 

stillness in the chaos and who can ponder the possibilities that everyone else  

struggles to comprehend. She is the one to whom others look for wisdom, for she 

sees things in a way that others do not. She sees the arrival of the Kingdom of God 

in the weak and the ordinary. She feels warmth in the midst of the cold. So this    

Advent season, let us all step into this stillness, cradle a child in our hands and our 

heart, let our senses be consumed by his softness and smallness and look deeply 

into the mystery of his being–& see God in the face of Baby Jesus.  
 

Let us pray: Bring us, O God, to encounters of your goodness and grace. Help us 

find peace in your presence and joy in your surprises. May contentment and     

compassion radiate from us for the sake of the world you love. Amen  
 

Blessed Advent Season,  
 

Pastor Gail 
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We had a productive council meeting Monday night November 28.  

 

A key part of the proceeding involved reviewing the proposed 2023  

budget from the budget committee. These have been unpredictable 

times. The church has done well with its planning, despite the effects of 

COVID on church attendance, and with the resignation of Pastor Jane. 

For last year, 2022, the council had anticipated a substantial deficit, with 

budgeted income of $14,905 per month, or $178,860 for the year, and 

expected expenses of $245,466. Through the first ten months of 2022 

our income has been $141,990, which is only $7,064 less than budgeted. 

Our expenses have been very low, because of the resignation of Pastor Jane. Our expenses for 

2022 so far have been $25,000 less than our income, so that we have a substantial fund balance 

for income versus expenses of $86,673.88.  

 

The problem is that the increase in the fund balance is the result of not having a full-time pastor. We 

want to be a full-time church and we are building this budget with a full-time pastor in mind. We are 

also expecting that the effects of the pandemic will lessen. We expect our income to rebound to pre

-pandemic levels. In 2020 we had income of $227,647, which is almost $50,000 more than was the 

expected income for this year. Our proposed budget for 2023 looks to spend about $236,000 if we 

were to have a full-time pastor all year long. Actual expenses will depend on when we are able to 

get a pastor to start, and the compensation that we agree upon with the new pastor. The budget 

was built around the expectation of a person with moderate experience. The budgeted expense for 

2023 is slightly less than the budgeted expense for 2022.  

 

The budget will be reviewed and adopted by the congregation at the annual meeting. The annual 

meeting of the congregation is scheduled to follow the service on Sunday, January 29, 2023. We 

will be able to record the annual meeting, but participation in the meeting must be in person.  

 

We look forward to the new year. As provided in our Church Constitution we have turnover on the 

Church Council. Our rules provide for a three-year term and a council member cannot serve more 

than two terms consecutively. We expect to need to replace three members this January. Please 

search your hearts to let us know if you can serve as a Council member. The work is not physically 

taxing and the Church benefits from having a variety of voices on Council.  

 

We look forward to a joyful Christmas season. God Bless You All!  

 

Charles Lee 



 

 
  Page 4 

 

Your call committee has been hard at 
work every week getting ready for    
interviews with candidates. We have 
finalized questions for the meet and 
greet via zoom for the first meetings. 
We are working on finalizing the   
questions that we will ask those that 
make it to the second round and     
getting more in depth with the         
candidates. The call committee has 
gelled very well and is working well 
with each other coming up with some excellent questions. Those questions are 
based on your thoughts and priorities that you shared with us earlier in the process. 
We are trying to be as prepared as possible so whenever we get information from 
the synod we can move forward.  
 

The ministry site profile has been shared nationwide so there may be interest        
already showing but it is behind the scenes. Anyone interested in this first has to 
check in with their bishop and then it goes to our bishop so it is a process. Just     
because you don't see anything happening doesn't mean it is not happening.  We 
hope to have an update from the bishop's office soon but right now it is a work 
in progress. Please be understanding as we work through this.  Continue to pray for 
the call  committee as we proceed.  
 

~Nis Jessen, Call Committee Chairman 

Our annual church meeting will be 
on January 29th immediately      

following the service. Now we are 
back to our new normal, the    

meeting will be in person with 
those in  attendance being the  

voting body.   
 

**************************************************************************************** 
 

All committees need to submit their annual report write-ups to Barb Gingras at 
barbgingras@faithroseburg.org by Monday, January 9th.  

mailto:barbgingras@faithroseburg.org


 

 

 

Income 

 

Expense 

Income Vs.  

Expenses 

$141,990.35  $116,900.03  $25,090.32 

FELC Income Vs. Expenses  
Through September 2022 
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Faith Practices 
We are living in unprecedented times—a health pandemic with economic uncertainty and unre-
solved racism. There is much that we cannot control, but we can control our choices of behavior. 
Now is the time to intentionally choose healthy patterns to offset the grief and lament related to 
these times as we shift to a new normal. 

Healthy choices includes faith practices. The Affirmation of Baptism provides five faith practices to 
integrate into our daily life. Receive each as a gift from God: 

• live among God’s faithful people 

• hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper 

• proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed 

• serve all people following the example of Jesus 

• strive for justice and peace in all the earth 
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Scott Beery has graciously agreed to spearhead a 
group of   members that are willing to meet on     
Saturday, December 3rd from 10:00a to 1:00p, to 
get the Christmas tree hauled out, put together, and 
set up with lights. 
 
If you are able to help with this, please contact Scott 
at 541-680-7610. The tree will be lit for the service 
on Sunday, December 4th. 
 
The tree will be decorated by members who are     
interested in helping with that, following the Advent 
Potluck Brunch on Sunday, December 11th. 
 
Thank you for your help, and dedication. 
 
Jane Hill 
Faith Council and 
Worship and Music Committee  

Lydia’s Ladies will have their Lutheran World Relief quilts 
displayed, and blessed during the service on  

December 4th.  
 

If you would like to purchase one, give your bid to  
one of the quilters, and the two highest bidders  

can pick their quilts. Highest bidder gets first choice.  
Minimum bid is $50. 

Quilt money helps purchase materials. 

If you would like to purchase Poinsettias for our  
Sanctuary for the upcoming Christmas season, forms are 

available on the table in the front entry. All forms/
requests with payment should be left in the offering or 

brought to the office by December 20th. 

Small plant - $10.00 or Large plant $19 
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Together, we can! 
Bring Non-Perishable Food Items 

and/or a monetary donation to Worship Services 
benefitting The FISH of Roseburg  

to be placed at the Manger at Faith Lutheran Church on: 
 

Sunday, December 17th at 8:30 am 
Saturday, Christmas Eve, December 24th at 7:00 p.m.  

 Sunday, January 1st at 8:30 am 
 

 

Faith Lutheran’s Helping Hands will match 
the first $1000 in monetary donations for FISH during that time .  



 

Ministerial Staff  
 

Pastor Gail Duba, Bridge Interim  
pastorgailswork@gmail.com 

 

Ed Cole, Council President  

lecole2@att.net 
 

Barb Gingras, Adm. Assistant & Newsletter Editor  

barbgingras@faithroseburg.org  
 

Jackie Parag, Office Assistant  

office@faithroseburg.org 

541-672-2231 
 

Kirstin Wright, Assistant Treasurer  

kidzkirs@outlook.com 
 

Musicians  

Diane Hoffine, Pianist  

Gwen Soderberg-Chase, Pianist  

Rey Wanamaker, Pianist  

Crossroads Contemporary Music  

CHURCH COUNCIL Members  
Ed Cole, President 

541-391-4256 
lecole2@att.net  

Sharon Muck, Vice-President 
541-784-7226 

jaksmuck@mydfn.net 
Jennifer Harrington, Secretary 

360-931-2043  
jennharrington1490@gmail.com  

Debby Russell, Treasurer 
541-580-5753  

whatever97471@gmail.com 
Joyce Anderson 

541-580-6623  
djaya180@gmail.com  

Jane Hill 
541-672-5037 

juanitascoffee@gmail.com 
Charles Lee 

541-673-0213 
charflee@msn.com 

Mark Parker 
541-375-0020 

markparker101@gmail.com 
Office Info: 

The church office hours are: 

Tuesday thru Friday 

10am til 2pm. 
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WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

WWW.FAITHROSEBURG.ORG 

Faith Lutheran Church 

820 W. Kenwood (97471) 

PO Box 2349 (97470) 

Roseburg, OR  

Phone: 541-672-2231 

Email: office@faithroseburg.org 

Return Service Requested 
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Office Info: 

 

The church office hours are: 

 

Tuesday thru Friday 

10am til 2pm. 

mailto:pastorgailswork@gmail.com

