
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight service will take  

place via Zoom.  
 

We will light the candles in our homes.  

(See page 3 for more details). 
 

We will be showing a variety of videos during our 

Christmas Eve service. One of them will be a video 

montage of your favorite nativity sets.  

(See page 8 for more details). 

 

These photos are due by December 14th! 
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Christmas Eve Worship Service  
 

December 24, 2020 @ 7pm.  
 

A candlelight service with Holy Communion  
via Zoom. 
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Taste of nthe Season 11 

7pm 

Welcome  
 

We are a church that 

shares a living, daring 

confidence in God’s 

grace. Liberated by 

our faith, we embrace 

everyone as a whole 

person, with ques-

tions, doubts,        

complexities and all. 

We are moved by 

God’s grace to      

welcome all who have 

ever felt marginalized, 

no matter your     

gender identity,     

sexual orientation, 

age, race, ethnicity, 

marital status, or faith 

background. We   

welcome you as we 

worship, learn, and 

share Christ’s love 

together.  
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Back in March, this was not the letter I had hoped I would 
be writing in December. I had hoped that all our local efforts 
within Douglas County, and more broadly as a state and a 
nation, would have reduced the gathering risks presented 
by COVID-19. Unfortunately, as winter draws upon us, and 
cases of Covid are spiking, we have moved backwards    
instead of moving forward towards fewer restrictions, so  
that all of us gathering for in-sanctuary worship is currently, 
and for the foreseeable future, not allowed. This makes me 
sad that we will not all be gathered together in a beautifully 
decorated, candle-lit sanctuary sharing a live music         
celebration of Christmas.  
 
Acknowledging the duty and effort of our state and local government and     
medical leadership teams to keep us and all residents safe, our Bishop, the  
church Council and I have realized that it is best for us to be patient. This allows 
us to focus on the forms of worship that have to date seen us through this pan-
demic - our Zoom worship services, online (recorded) and weekly mailings to 
people who do not have or choose not to use the Internet. We continue to hone 
these worship offerings through our prayerful hope of the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
Having said that, our sanctuary will not be open for worship through the end of 
the year, including Christmas. However, please know that I, and the Worship and 
Music committee, are working hard to plan meaningful Advent and Christmas 
worship experiences online. These will include online worship experiences that 
you can use at the center of your family and COVID-pod Christmas gatherings, 
and recorded worship for those requiring flexibility.  
 
If you would like the Zoom link to Sunday worship sent to family and friends, 
please provide me or Barb with their email addresses. We are happy to invite 
others to join us! This will be especially meaningful on Christmas Eve. We also 

continue to imagine additional 
opportunities for individuals and 
families to worship, gather, and 
experience community in new 
ways within the bounds of 
health and safety. Perhaps 
when the weather warms up, 
we will worship outdoors. We 
will return to indoor worship in 
the sanctuary when it is safe for 
everyone to be there.  



 

Join us for a Festive Christmas Eve Worship Service 
7 pm via Zoom 

 

We will adapt and include many of our favorite traditions. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated, so be sure to have a bit of bread  
and a sip of wine or grape juice ready. 

 

Also, have a candle and matches ready. 
or (if you have a cat, in your home), a battery-operated candle. 

 

Feel free to mail in your Christmas offering, or give online via the church website: 
www.faithroseburg.org 

 

We look forward to all of us gathering together 
 as we worship in place this Christmas Eve.  

 

If you want to invite family and friends to worship to worship with you, send an 
email to Barb and we will invite them to join us on Zoom.  

 

Watch your email for the zoom link. 

 

It appears that Advent truly will be a season of waiting this December. All signs are 
that this prayerful waiting for the COVID-19 virus to get under some semblance of 
control will continue into the winter of the New Year. But if you look closely, light is 
beginning to break through - COVID-19 vaccine development suggests that we 
will likely return to in-person sanctuary  worship in 2021. . . that day is coming!! 
But we must continue to be patient. 
 
In the meantime, we wait, knowing that scripture assures us that the light of Christ 
always breaks through the darkness. Yes, we will miss gathering together in      
person for worship this Advent and Christmas, but we will gather as we are able, 
online to celebrate the truth of this season - as the last verse of the great      
Christmas hymn In the Bleak Midwinter ends: "...if I were a wise man, I would do 
my part, yet what I can give him---give my heart" [ELW 294]. THAT is the truth. It is 
why Jesus was born into this messed up world, and what Jesus wants most from 
us.  
 
Waiting patiently with you, 
 
~Pastor Jane  
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Christmas Carols in the Church 
Park 

featuring Erik Schnautz 

Sunday, Dec. 20th , 3pm 

Bundle up 

Wear your mask 

Bring a warm beverage 

We will practice social distancing 

Weather permitting 

 

The Annual Christmas Program will be on 
Sunday, December 20

th
. 

 

The cast will be presenting the play at 
10am via Zoom. The name is still being  
finalized but it will be “Coronativity” or  

“Christmas with Covid”. 
 

 
Rehearsals will take place December 6th and December 13   

following our 10am weekly Zoom Worship Service (around 11ish). 
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Are you missing someone this holiday season?  
Working through grief? 

 

Are you just feeling down this Christmas and aren't into celebrating? 
Is the state of the world (pandemic, fire devastation, isolation, etc.)  

just too much? 
 

Light some candles with us and know you are not alone. Every year, the 
holiday season can surface uncomfortable feelings around grief and 

loss, and perhaps especially this year due to all the change in our lives. 
 

During Zoom worship on Thursday, December 17
th
 at 6:30pm, have 

four candles ready to light during the service of your choice (Live on 
Zoom, or recorded) to participate in a ritual for a Holding Hearts     
Christmas that honors your grief, pain, depression, or whatever  

you are feeling. 
 

Reach out to Pastor Jane if you are struggling this season.  
God is with you and so is your church family! 

 

The Zoom link will be emailed Dec. 11
th 

. 

Holding Hearts 
A Christmas Service  

of  
Remembrance and Hope 

  
Thursday, December 17th 

6:30 pm 
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We are now proudly a Reconciling in Christ 
Church. Our journey is not over, but is    really just 
beginning. We, as a church, now need to make a 
commitment to learning and supporting ALL peo-
ple. To do this, we need to continually grow and 
learn. In the weekly email and monthly newslet-
ter we will be sharing information in a variety of 
ways. Be looking for a section called "Did You 
Know?".  

 

Please spend some time reading or watching the items in this section. We will    
schedule discussion groups to discuss and share our thoughts . For more                 
information you may also go to Reconciling Works.org. 
 

Here is a video we would like to share with you called “A Range of Gender Identi-
ties”: 
https://youtu.be/i83VQIaDlQw 
 

Thanks,  
 
Debby 

 

 

One of the special plans for our Christmas Eve zoom worship service is a 

video of your favorite nativity sets. We are asking everyone to send a   

photo of your favorite family nativity set via email or text to Barb Gingras. 

 

You can email your photos to: barbgingras@faithroseburg.org or  

 text to them  541-860-8062.  

 

If you have trouble with either of these options 

give Barb Gingras a call at the church office 

phone (541-672-2231) and leave a message  

or text her.  

 

These photos are due by December 14th! 

 

https://youtu.be/i83VQIaDlQw
mailto:barbgingras@faithroseburg.org
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Faith Lutheran updates from our last Council meeting on November 23rd.  During 
this meeting we discussed a variety of subjects. We are headed for Advent and 
Christmas after celebrating Thanksgiving this week. The Advent Devotions booklet 
is now out.   
 
We will continue to see each other via ZOOM as we go though Advent and into 
Christmas. On Sunday December 20th at 10am, we will be treated with a virtual 
play being performed by members and organized by Rebecca Allen. Christmas   
Eve service will be on ZOOM at 7:00pm.  
 
During this time of year, the budget committee is working on preparing the budget 
for 2021, it will be nice to wave goodbye to 2020.  Our Annual Congregational   
Meeting will be January 24th.  We will be electing new Council Members, so if you 
are interested in being a member, please tell one of the current Council Members.  
On December 5th Ed Cole and Wendy Jessen will be participating in a ZOOM  
meeting with other Synod Congregational Presidents and Vice Presidents to        
discuss options for conducting Annual Meetings while meeting remotely. 
 
We also had a discussion about purchasing picnic tables for a time when we can 
again gather outside and enjoy each other’s company.  Our picnic tables are in  
need of replacement due to use and damage by vandals so we are looking at     
purchasing new ones.  Good tables are rather expensive so we are considering a 
multi-year project where we replace one per year over 3 years. 
 
As we enjoy this holiday season, please be mindful of those who are struggling.  
Help where you can and by all means, take care and be safe. 
 
May God bless all, 
 
~Ed    

Income Expense Income Vs.  

Expenses 

 

$192,653.15 

 

 

$166,653.54 

 

$26,101.61 

Year-End 

Totals 

2018 2019 2020 

Households 916 800 429 

Persons 3424 2566 1235 

  The FISH of Roseburg 

October 2020 

  Faith Income vs Expenses 

Through October 2020 
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A HUGE THANK YOU to all the shoppers who volunteered to get Christmas gifts 
for the Angel Tree kids and also for Foster Kids. I have no more names at this time. 

 
The Women of Faith have purchased gifts for ten children and bought five $50 

gift cards for Angel Tree Families. 
 

The Outreach group has purchased gifts for 10 Foster kids through Helping 
Hands.  We are currently buying gifts and grocery cards for two families from a 

school in Roseburg that are having a difficult time during this season. 
 

It is so wonderful to see our church family sharing, helping and continuing to give 
and be God's hands in our world and community, Thank you! 

 
~Debby Russell (541-580-5753) 

 

REMINDER: Committee Reports for the Annual Report are due to Barb Gingras 
by January 8

th
, 2021. If possible, please send them via E-mail to Barb at:  

barbgingras@faithroseburg.org. If you choose to mail it or leave it at the office 
please let Barb know. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - at this time as we navigate the times, 

on January 24
th
, 2021 we will hold our annual meeting following the 10:00 am zoom 

service. We will vote on the 2021 budget, elect council members, elect people to  

attend the Synod Assembly, and   review the ministries of the church. Please mark 

your calendar to zoom in to this meeting. If this changes you will ne notified. 

Next Newsletter articles will be due to Barb Gingras  

January 29, 2021. 
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Starbucks Cranberry Bliss Bread 
 

Ingredients 
 

Bread Ingredients: 
1 cup flour 
1/2 cup whole wheat flour 
1/4 teaspoon baking soda 
1/4 teaspoon baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt 
1/2 cup unsalted sweet cream butter softened 
1 cup sugar 
2 large eggs 
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 
1/2 cup buttermilk 
1/2 cup dried cranberries + 1/2 cup chopped for 
decorating 
1/2 cup white chocolate chips + 1/2 cup for melt 
 

Vanilla icing ingredients 
2 cups powdered sugar 
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 
2-4 Tablespoons milk 
 

Toppings: 
1/2 cup dried cranberries chopped 
1/2 cup white chocolate chips (melted) 

 

Instructions 
 

To Make the Cranberry Bliss Bread: 
Preheat oven to 350°F and prepare a 9" loaf pan with nonstick baking spray or butter. 
 

Sift together dry ingredients into a large mixing bowl. 
 

Using a standing mixer, cream together the butter and sugar. 
 

Add eggs one at a time, mixing as you go, until incorporated. 
 

Alternate adding dry ingredients and buttermilk to your mixer with wet ingredients, with dry   
ingredients being the last thing you add. 
 

Stir dried cranberries and white chocolate chips into your batter until evenly distributed. 
 

Pour batter into the prepared loaf pan and bake for an hour. 
 

Once baked, allow to cool completely before removing from pan. After removing from pan, 
transfer cranberry bliss loaf to a wire rack, placing a cookie sheet underneath it. 
 

To Make the Vanilla Icing: 
In a medium mixing bowl, whisk together the powdered sugar, vanilla and milk until well     
combined. 
 

Pour vanilla icing over the cranberry bliss bread and allow to dry for at least 30 minutes. 
 

Top with 1/2 cup chopped cranberries and white chocolate drizzle. 
 

Allow all toppings to set before slicing. 
 



 

 
Vegan Gingerbread Cupcakes 

 

These cupcakes are my new favorites. Rich, moist and chewy cake, making that perfect ginger-

bread texture. All topped with a salted caramel gingerbread frosting. 
 

Ingredients 
 

Dry ingredients: 

1 ½ cups all-purpose flour 

½ cup brown sugar 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

½ teaspoon salt 

½ teaspoon ginger 

½ teaspoon nutmeg 

¼ teaspoon ground cloves 

Wet ingredients: 

½ cup fancy molasses 

½ cup non-dairy milk, such as soy or almond 

⅓ cup light oil, such as canola vegetable 

2 tablespoons apple cider vinegar 

2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
 

Instructions 

Preheat oven to 350F (180C). Line a cupcake pan with 

12 cupcake liners, or lightly grease the pan. 
 

In a large bowl, whisk the dry ingredients together. 
 

In a medium bowl, whisk the wet ingredients togeth-

er. Pour the wet ingredients into the dry, and mix until 

just combined. Don't over mix! Divide the batter evenly 

among the 12 cupcake liners. 
 

Bake for 20 - 25 minutes until a toothpick inserted into 

the centre comes out clean. 
 

To make the frosting, use a mixer or hand beater to mix 

all the frosting ingredients together until light and 

fluffy. Let cupcakes cool completely before frosting. 
 

Bake for 20 - 25 minutes until a toothpick inserted into 

the middle comes out clean. Wait until completely 

cooled to frost. 
 

Beat all the frosting ingredients together until fluffy and delicious. Add a big 'ol dollop of frosting on 

top, and devour. 

Frosting 

½ cup vegan butter 

½ cup vegetable shortening 

2 ½ cups powdered sugar 

¼ cup molasses 

1 ½ teaspoons salt 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

½ teaspoon ginger 

½ teaspoon nutmeg 

¼ teaspoon ground cloves 

1 tablespoon non-dairy milk, such as 

soy or almond 
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WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

WWW.FAITHROSEBURG.ORG 

Faith Lutheran Church 

820 W. Kenwood (97471) 

PO Box 2349 (97470) 

Roseburg, OR  

Phone: 541-672-2231 

Email: barbgingras@faithroseburg.org 

Return Service Requested 
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Ministerial Staff  

The Rev. Jane Baker, Pastor  
revjanebaker@faithroseburg.org  

Ed Cole, Council President  
lecole2@att.net  

Barb Gingras, Adm. Assistant & Newsletter Editor  
barbgingras@faithroseburg.org  

Kirstin Wright, Assistant Treasurer  
kidzkirs@outlook.com 

 

Musicians  

Diane Hoffine, Pianist  

Gwen Soderberg-Chase, Pianist  

Rey Wanamaker, Pianist  

Crossroads Contemporary Music Group  

Crossroads Director—Rebecca Allen  

CHURCH COUNCIL Members  
Ed Cole, President 

541-391-4256 

lecole2@att.net  

Wendy Jessen, Vice-President 

541-673-8250  

nwjessen@msn.com 

Paula Fetzer, Secretary 

509-207-0607 

paulafetzer@yahoo.com 

Debby Russell, Treasurer 

541-580-5753  

whatever97471@gmail.com 

Jane Hill 

541-672-5037 

juanitascoffee@gmail.com 

Mark Parker 

541-375-0020 

markparker101@gmail.com 

Beth Quiring 

541-391-4495  

e.hooser@juno.com 

December 

2020 

Office Info: 

The church office is currently closed due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

Barb Gingras & Pastor Jane Baker are each 

working from their respective homes. 
 

Messages can be left on the church phone 

and they will receive it. 


