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Called by the grace of 

Jesus Christ through 

baptism and  

empowered by the 

Holy Spirit, we the 

family  

of Faith Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

share together a  

commitment to  

nurture personal 

growth and to spread 

God’s message 

through  

worship & witness,  

service, study  

and stewardship, 

fellowship and fun. 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE   

Sundays 10:00am on Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83076852913?pwd=dXc5aXJiUzhaOW1ya1BTc0VzVlNzZz09 

Sunday,  

September 13
th

, 2020 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83076852913?pwd=dXc5aXJiUzhaOW1ya1BTc0VzVlNzZz09
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“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday —  
We are church together. 
 
Faith Lutheran is one of nearly 9,100 congregations of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
participating in “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday on 
Sept. 13. Across the country, hundreds of thousands of 
ELCA members will be engaging in service work to 
make a positive change in their communities, build and 
deepen relationships, and share God’s love.  
 

As Ephesians 2:8-10 reminds us, God has created us by grace to live in    
union with Jesus Christ and has prepared us to live faithful, fruitful lives by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. In Jesus Christ, God has reconciled us to God 
and to each other. As we gather around word and sacraments, this life in 
Christ defines, shapes and guides us as a community of faith, the church. By 
God’s grace we can and do live confidently and generously in this community 
of faith and in service of others.  
 

What is “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday? 
  

Scheduled for Sept. 13, 2020, “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an   
opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) — one church, freed in Christ to love and serve our      
neighbor.  
 

This year our church — and our world — are living through the COVID-19 
pandemic. Physical distancing has forced congregations to cancel in-person 
worship and move to virtual services. We miss gathering with family and 
friends to share God’s love in person.  
 

But amid this devastating situation we continue to be church together. This 
year, physical distancing has changed the way we worship and serve. But 
the need is great, and God’s church is at work.  
 

Throughout the ELCA we are witnessing the love and concern God’s people 
have for one another. During this time, our congregations continue to support 
ministries that assist vulnerable people in their communities. During the 
pandemic, the church has never been closed. We are just working and 
gathering differently, but we continue to do God's work in the world. As 
church, we are guided by our life in Christ to share the love of Jesus and 
serve our neighbors — even if such acts of service look different this year.  
We have chosen a variety of projects to serve our community that can be 
done safely distanced at the church, outdoors, and at home.  See page 4 for 
details on the projects and learn how you can sign up to participate.  
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These acts of service allow us to explore one of our most basic Lutheran    
convictions: All of life in Jesus Christ — every act of service, in every daily 
calling, in every corner of life — flows freely from a living, daring        
confidence in God’s grace.  
 

There will be NO ZOOM worship service that day. Instead, we will gather 
at 10 am for a brief prayer service outdoors at church. Then, we will roll up 
our sleeves, as we always do on this day each year, and get to work. In our 
service to others, we will live out the Gospel. 
 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, Sept. 13
th

.  
 

Together  
in Jesus Christ we are freed 
by grace to live faithfully, 
witness boldly and serve 
joyfully.  
 

~Pastor Jane  



 

GOD'S WORK OUR HANDS !!!  
A chance to share God's love, and safely gather to be the church! 

 
On Sunday, September 13 there will be no Sunday service on Zoom. We will 
gather outside of the church at 10:00am for a moment of prayer and then go to 
work showing God's love by helping others. Yes, we will be social distancing and 
wearing masks, and we will have projects to share our love and commitment to 
helping others.  
 
The Outreach group has come up with stations where you can help. They are: 
 
1. Church Cleanup, so much to do outside! 
2. Put together birthday bags, these are birthday bags which are given to   

homeless youth or youths in transition to celebrate their special day.  
3. Quilting, this will be done at Jane Hill's house, working on quilts for             

distribution to Lutheran World Relief. 
4. Yardwork & outside cleanup at the home of Dennis Sox. 
5. Check-in calling to parishioners. 
 
Please think about what you would like to do. Be looking for the online sign up 
sheet, as there will be a specific number that can safely gather in each group. 
 
Stay safe and keep an eye out for more information concerning God's Work Our 
Hands Sunday! 
 
~Outreach Committee 
 
Signup page link: 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fafa723a6f8ce9-gods  
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fafa723a6f8ce9-gods
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Pastor Jane has mentioned several times as we go through this pandemic. "The 
church building is closed but the church continues on- We are the church." That is 
true in so many areas including the outreach committee and the Fish Pantry. I felt 
the time was appropriate to give you some updates on the Fish Pantry as we    
haven't done that in person for a while.  
 

First of all, the Pantry has never closed through any of this time. These are          
uncharted waters for us as we continue to evaluate and adapt as we see we     
needed to. Probably the biggest change has been not allowing clients inside the 
building   but having volunteers fill boxes for them and meeting them at the exit 
door. Everything we did was with the idea of keeping our volunteers as safe as  
possible.  Cleaning carts, installing Plexiglas shields, wearing gloves, maintaining 
social distancing, and the list goes on and on. Several of our older volunteers in the 
higher risk category have backed away because of health concerns. We put out  
notice to the community for more volunteers and have been able to cover out needs 
that way. 
 

The Roseburg Food Project (green bags) over the years has grown into quite a  
successful project for us yielding 10,000 pounds or more every time we did it on the 
second Saturday of every other month. Because we were unsure of how to do that 
safely, in April we sent notes to our donors and did financial only then and that 
worked out well. By the time August rolled around we had figured out a way we 
could do it with less handling, less people and went back to the normal 
pickup.  Again our donors responded well and this new procedure seemed to go 
quite well. 
 

Probably the biggest surprise to us was the up and down flow of clients to the    
pantry. Actually when this Covid pandemic first got started, our numbers decreased 
instead of spiking up. As time went on those numbers have increased but we have 
never seen huge surges. There are several reasons for that. One is that a lot of our 
clients ware elderly and they were afraid to leave the house. If you add in the       
increase in SNAP benefits, the stimulus payments, increase in unemployment   
benefits,  bill deferments, school children meal replacement meals as well as other 
things- Douglas County people did not suffer as bad as some of those people you 
saw in long lines in the big cities. As some of these federal and state support      
programs expire, we expect the numbers to continue to climb and get back to much 
higher numbers.   We expect that spike - it just hasn't happened yet. We will just 
keep adapting to whatever we need to do to help people with one of the most basic 
needs- food. 
 

There is a lot of craziness going on in our world but I feel lucky and blessed to be 
living in a more rural community where people respond to needs of those less     
fortunate. Fish will continue to be that support for people in need. If you are helping 
now at Fish or have in the past, or have supported financially, I thank you for that. 
You are appreciated!!! 
 

~Nis Jessen, Fish Pantry Board President 



 

 
Page 6 

The Best 2020 Fundraiser You Will Never Have to Attend 
 
Faith Lutheran and First United Methodist Churches are teaming up to raise 
funds to purchase grocery gift cards to be distributed through the Roseburg 
School District to families in need. 
 

So...... you  know all the fundraisers that we usually hold, that have been cancelled 
this year due to COVID-19, that you so generously support: Auction, Spaghetti Dinner, 
Aebleskiver Breakfast, Easter Breakfast, Bake Sales, Rummage Sale, etc.? Well, the 
Outreach Committee is asking you to give what you would have given to the          
cancelled events to this local effort.  
 

It is the Best 2020 Fundraiser You Will Never Have to Attend!  
 

You do not have to get dressed up, go anywhere, eat anything, or buy anything. Just 
stay at home, in your jammies (as we all have been doing for months now), and  
simply write a check and mail it to the church earmarked "Pandemic Response" or go 
to the church website www.faithroseburg and give online indicating “Pandemic       
Response.”  In September & October, we are hoping to raise at least $2,000 from 
Faith Lutheran to go with what the Methodist Church raises to help Roseburg families 
in need.  
 

Faith Lutheran Church applied for a Pandemic Emergency Economic Relief Grant 
(PEER) through the Oregon Synod and has been approved for $500 in matching 
funds to help those in our community that have been affected by COVID-19.   
 

In the midst of this pandemic, many families who were already marginalized and  
pressured are now facing acute economic and food insecurity.  At the same time, 
most of us are sheltering in place, isolated, and longing to act.  What if we could 
GROW connection during this time and act TOGETHER to relieve pressure in 
our community? 
 

In order to reflect dignity and relieve pressure, the Oregon Synod (ELCA) and the NW 
Conference of the United Methodist Church (UMC) are partnering to encourage local 
congregations to join with one another and community-based organizations, like 
schools and social organizations, to offer grocery gift cards and other food or financial 
assistance to families most impacted during these times.   
 

Since SNAP benefits (Food Stamps) cannot be used to purchase necessities such as: 
toilet paper, laundry detergent, cleaning products, feminine hygiene items, hand    
sanitizer, diapers, baby wipes, personal care items, over-the-counter-medications, 
school supplies, and other necessities, Faith Lutheran and First United Methodist 
Churches want to provide families affected by COVID-19 with a way to get what they 
need.   
 

Please donate generously to help families in our community.  
 
~Faith Outreach Committee 

http://www.faithroseburg
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Income Expense Income Vs.  

Expenses 

$147,559.45 $120,911.53 $26,647.94 

FELC Income Vs. Expenses  
Year-to-Date through July 2020 

The Church Council has approved paying the  $25 registration fee for the first 8 
participants. If you want to participate, and have the reg. fee covered by Faith 
Lutheran, please email or call the Church Office and leave a message for Barb 
Gingras. She will register Faith participants for this event. This is shaping up to 
be an amazing learning opportunity! 



 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

WWW.FAITHROSEBURG.ORG 

Faith Lutheran Evangelical Church 

820 W. Kenwood (97471) 

PO Box 2349 (97470) 

Roseburg, OR  

Phone: 541-672-2231 

Email: barbgingras@faithroseburg.org 

Return Service Requested 
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Office Info: 

The church office is currently closed due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

Barb Gingras & Pastor Jane Baker are each working 

from their respective homes. 
 

Messages can be left on the church phone and they 

will receive it. 

Ministerial Staff  

The Rev. Jane Baker, Pastor  
revjanebaker@faithroseburg.org  

Ed Cole, Council President  
lecole2@att.net  

Barb Gingras, Adm. Assistant & Newsletter Editor  
barbgingras@faithroseburg.org  

Kirstin Wright, Assistant Treasurer  
kidzkirs@outlook.com 

 

 

Musicians  

Diane Hoffine, Pianist  

Gwen Soderberg-Chase, Pianist  

Rey Wanamaker, Pianist  

Crossroads Contemporary Music Group  

Crossroads Director—Rebecca Allen  

CHURCH COUNCIL Members  
Ed Cole, President 

541-391-4256 
lecole2@att.net  

Wendy Jessen, Vice-President 
541-673-8250  

nwjessen@msn.com 
Paula Fetzer, Secretary 

509-207-0607 
paulafetzer@yahoo.com 

Debby Russell, Treasurer 
541-580-5753  

whatever97471@gmail.com 
Walt Combs 

559-553-5586 
walter.combs@rocketmail.com 

Jane Hill 
541-672-5037 

juanitascoffee@gmail.com 
Mark Parker 

541-375-0020 
markparker101@gmail.com 

Beth Quiring 
541-391-4495  

e.hooser@juno.com 
September 

2020 


