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Welcome  
 

We are a church that 

shares a living, daring 

confidence in God’s 

grace. Liberated by our 

faith, we embrace    

everyone as a whole 

person, with questions, 

doubts, complexities 

and all. We are moved 

by God’s grace to      

welcome all who have 

ever felt marginalized, 

no matter your gender 

identity, sexual         

orientation, age, race, 

ethnicity, marital status, 

or faith background.  

We welcome you as we 

worship, learn, and 

share Christ’s love    

together.  

Faith Lutheran Church 

Pastor Gail 2 

Embracing  
Diversity 

3 

Miscellaneous 3 

Transition Team 4 

Council Corner 4 

  

  

August14th - Return of Annual Neighborhood BBQ 
(more details available soon) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

August 20th - Piano concert at Faith by Cheryl Green 
(see page 3 for details) 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

In-Person 8:30am Sunday & Live Streamed 

https://streamlabs.com/faithlutheranchurchroseburg  

https://streamlabs.com/faithlutheranchurchroseburg
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When I was a high school student, I really didn’t understand the letters of the Apostle Paul. 

Then when I got to college I took a New Testament theology class and reread Romans, 1st 

and 2nd Corinthians and Paul’s other Epistles. I still didn’t completely understand them. So 

after going to Seminary, 20 years of being a pastor, and many hours spent trying to tease 

the meaning out from the often confusing sentences, I feel like I have a better understand-

ing of the writings of Paul of Tarsus. So when I read Richard Rohr’s devotion this last week 

on Paul, I decided to share it with you, dear friends.  
 

Scholars Marcus J. Borg (1942–2015) and John Dominic Crossan refer to Paul as a 

“Jewish Christ mystic,” and explore what the phrase “in Christ” meant to Paul. “Paul was a 

Jewish Christ mystic because Paul was a Jew and in his own mind never ceased being 

one. He was a Jewish Christ mystic because the content of his mystical experiences was 

Jesus as risen Christ and Lord. Afterward, Paul’s identity became an identity “in Christ.” 

And as a Christ mystic, he saw Judaism anew in the light of Jesus. Paul’s transformation 

involved an “identity transplant”—his old identity was replaced by a new identity “in Christ.” 

We have in mind an analogy to modern medicine’s heart transplant, in which an old heart is 

replaced by a new heart. In Paul’s case, his spirit—the old Saul—had been replaced by the 

Spirit of Christ, the new Paul. The love of which Paul speaks is a spiritual gift, not simply an 

act of will, not something we decide to do, not simply good advice for couples and others. 

Rather, as a spiritual gift, love is the most important result of a Spirit transplant. As the pri-

mary fruit of the Spirit, it is also the criterion by which the other gifts are evaluated.  
 

For Paul, love in this text is radical shorthand for what life “in Christ” is like—life in the “new 

creation,” “life in the Spirit,” is life animated by a Spirit transplant. As the primary fruit of a 

Spirit-filled life, love is about more than our relationships with individuals. For Paul, it had a 

social meaning as well. The social form of love for Paul was distributive justice and nonvio-

lence, bread and peace. Paul’s vision of life “in Christ,” life in the “new creation,” did not 

mean, “Accept the imperial way of life with its oppression and violence,” but practice love in 

your personal relationships.”  
 

Jesus and Paul were not executed for saying, “Love one another.” They were killed be-

cause their understanding of love meant more than being compassionate toward individu-

als, although it did include that. It also meant standing against the domination systems, the 

autocratic government policies, that ruled their world, and collaborating with the Spirit in the 

creation of a new way of life that stood in contrast to the normalcy of the wisdom of the 

world. Love & justice go together. Justice with�out love can be brutal, & love without justice 

can be banal. Love is the heart of justice, & justice is the social form of love.” Thanks to 

Marcus & John for clearer thoughts!  

**************************************************************************************** 
Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan, The First Paul: Reclaiming the Radical Visionary behind the 

Church’s Conservative Icon (New York: HarperCollins, 2009), 26, 138, 204–205. Paul: The Misunderstood 

Mystic 
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Income Expense Income Vs.  

Expenses 

$75,943.72  $68,073.71  $7,870.01  

FELC Income Vs. Expenses  
Through May 2022 

 

Dear Partners in Ministry, 
  
ReconcilingWorks has an important goal to 
reach this Give OUT Day and we need you to 
help us reach it. Your gift will go to deepen and 
expand the Reconciling in Christ program. As a 
person of faith who supports LGBTQIA+ 
people, your voice is needed now more than ever to ensure LGBTQIA+ people are treated 
with dignity and equity. 
  
Click below to make your gift! 
 
Together you and ReconcilingWorks can change the church, impact our communities, and make 
a difference! 
  
With deep gratitude, 
 
Aubrey Thonvold Ashlei Cramer 
(she/her) (she/her) 

https://tracking.ehttps:/www.givemn.org/organization/Reconcilingworks
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/43380321/1573451311/83464288/0/100660/?x=23c1aa2b
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/43380321/1573451311/83464288/0/100660/?x=23c1aa2b


 

Ministerial Staff  
 

Ed Cole, Council President  

lecole2@att.net  
 

Barb Gingras, Adm. Assistant & Newsletter Editor  

barbgingras@faithroseburg.org  
 

Jackie Parag, Office Assistant  

office@faithroseburg.org 

541-672-2231 
 

Kirstin Wright, Assistant Treasurer  

kidzkirs@outlook.com 
 

Musicians  

Diane Hoffine, Pianist  

Gwen Soderberg-Chase, Pianist  

Rey Wanamaker, Pianist  

Crossroads Contemporary Music Group  

Crossroads Director—Rebecca Allen  

CHURCH COUNCIL Members  
Ed Cole, President 

541-391-4256 
lecole2@att.net  

Sharon Muck, Vice-President 
541-784-7226 

jaksmuck@mydfn.net 
Jennifer Harrington, Secretary 

360-931-2043  
jennharrington1490@gmail.com  

Debby Russell, Treasurer 
541-580-5753  

whatever97471@gmail.com 
Joyce Anderson 

541-580-6623  
djaya180@gmail.com  

Jane Hill 
541-672-5037 

juanitascoffee@gmail.com 
Charles Lee 

541-673-0213 
charflee@msn.com 

Mark Parker 
541-375-0020 

markparker101@gmail.com 
Office Info: 

The church office hours are: 

Tuesday thru Friday 

10am til 2pm. 
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We are working through the information gathering stage and received good feedback in our        
discussions on June 19th.  
 
If congregation members still have questionnaires to return or comments to get to us, please return 
them as soon as possible. We are compiling those thoughts and will begin the process of            
determining items to include in the ministry site profile.  Remember, the more accurate we can 
make this profile, the better chance we have of getting a great match of the   pastor we want and 
need.   
 
Thanks everyone for your support. 
 
~Nis, Jerry, Gwen, Sharon and Charles  

Our transition team has been hard at work and diligently planning and preparing in our search for a 
pastor.  
 
We are busy updating the fellowship Hall. The lighting upgrade is complete. We installed L.E.D. 
lighting. No more light fixtures going out or waiting for lights to come on. This will save 50% in   
electricity costs and will be virtually maintenance-free. The new flooring will most likely be installed 
later this month. 
 
Plans are in the works for our Neighborhood Picnic / BBQ on August 14th. 
 
~ Mark Parker 

 


